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The structure of this work is designed to provide a comprehensive and systematic
approach to how secularized society relates to moral values, exploring the contemporary moral
crisis and proposing theological solutions.

Chapter I presents a general framework of the thesis, including methodological aspects
such as the introduction, the general context of the thesis, the research problem, the importance
and relevance of the topic, the purpose and objectives of the work, the adopted methodology, and
the structure of the thesis. This chapter serves as the foundation for the entire research,
establishing the premises and directions of investigation.

The purpose of the research is to explore and clarify how the process of secularization
affects the relationship with moral values in contemporary society, while also proposing
theological and moral solutions to address this emerging crisis. Furthermore, the research aims to
analyze how people use their personal and collective freedom to maintain and promote
traditional moral values in the context of the challenges of contemporary society.

Chapter II, entitled "Secularization and the Transformations of Modern and
Contemporary Society," presents a detailed examination of the phenomenon of secularization
and its impact on the moral principles of society, from modernity to the present, highlighting the
moral issues that arise as a result. This section is essential for understanding the history of
secularization and the context in which society operates and relates to moral values, as well as
for the subsequent foundation of the research.

Starting with "2.1 Definition of Secularization," this subchapter aims to provide a
conceptual clarification of the term secularization. It will examine the evolution of its meaning
over time and how different cultural and historical contexts have influenced the perception of
secularization. The term "secularization" is defined both etymologically and in terms of the
meaning it serves. In the following subchapter, 2.2 The History of Secularization in Society",
a journey is made from the dawn of secularization to the present, concluding that in the Middle
Ages, the Catholic Church monopolized all spheres of life, and the fear of hell constituted the
main "pedagogue" of pastoral care.

Thus, secularization emerges as a societal backlash against the pressure exerted by the
Church. Subsequently, the Renaissance and the Reformation sealed the definitive rupture
between society and the institution of the Church, resulting in a declared anticlericalism within

society. The Enlightenment, or the Age of Reason, along with technological and scientific



progress, contributed to the expansion of secularization, later furthered by the father of
postmodernism, Nietzsche, who in the 19th century propagated the theory of the "death of God."
This statement was not an observation but a choice (Henri de Lubac), which underpinned the
development of nihilism. Later, in the 20th century, with the atheistic ideologies promoted by
communist regimes, Christian morality was interpreted as an ideological superstructure of the
Church.

Furthermore, section “2.3 The Impact of Secularization on Values and Morality”
investigates the consequences of secularization on moral value systems. Here, the analysis
focuses on how the paradigm shift from religious to secular authority has reconfigured ethical
norms and moral behavior. It also examines how this transition has influenced individual and
collective perceptions of morality, justice, and the common good.

Secularization exerts a negative impact on moral values, highlighting a withdrawal from
the sphere of spirituality and a separation from transcendent principles, preferring a reductionist
perspective on existence. Under the influence of these changes, certain moral issues arise within
secularized society, such as moral relativism, excessive autonomy, dehumanization, and
alienation, which are further explored in section “2.4 The Moral Issues of Secularized
Society,” examining the specific challenges society faces as a result of secularization.

This tendency, characteristic of postmodernism, suggests the abandonment of universal
and objective principles, arguing that all subjective perspectives on good and truth should be
considered equal, leading to the erosion of the traditional moral system based on ancestral
values, making everything relative. This is what Jiirgen Habermas develops as the theory of
consensual truth, where truth is the result of a consensus among community members, rather
than an absolute transcendent one.

With the Enlightenment era and the gradual distancing from God, secularized man sought
to redefine rationality through technology, adopting Protagoras' principle that man is the
"measure of all things." This led to a new conception of autonomy, emphasizing unlimited
freedom from constraints and viewing the relationship with God in terms of causality, which led
to the marginalization of divinity in creation. Thus, a fundamental shift occurred from a
theocentric to an anthropocentric perspective, generating individualism as a "product" of

secularization, also aided by an autonomous interpretation of progress.



The analysis of the relationship between secularism and Christianity made by Father
Alexander Schmemann and Protestant theologian Friedrich Gogarten offers a provocative
interpretation of the interaction between these two currents. They propose that secularization can
be seen as a product or even an extension of Christianity, illustrating a complex dynamic
between humanity's spiritual and societal progress. Fr. Schmemann describes secularism as a
"stepchild" of Christianity, suggesting that while it evolved from Christianity, it has strayed from
its essential principles and teachings. Similarly, Gogarten argues that secularization is a natural
evolution of Christianity, liberating humanity from worldly constraints, emphasizing the
Christian belief in human autonomy and dignity before creation. This liberation and recognition
of human autonomy, according to him, played a fundamental role in the development of
secularism, highlighting the intricate interaction between faith, individual freedom, and societal
evolution.

It is also concluded that secularization, by reflecting changes in human thinking and
attitudes, is a psychological and cultural phenomenon, not an ontological one. This
perspective underscores that God remains present in creation, with the change lying in how
people perceive and acknowledge this presence. Thus, secularization does not affect the reality
of God's presence but influences how people choose to understand and interact with it.
Therefore, secularization can be seen as a conscious withdrawal of society from its spiritual and
divine dimension, illustrating a shift in moral values, priorities, and human interpretations.

Chapter III, entitled "The Relationship of Secularized Society to Moral Values:
Trends and Challenges" is structured into two main sections, meticulously addressing both the
analysis of social and cultural transformations that have influenced the relationship to moral
changes, generating the moral crisis, and the current trends in how secularized society relates to
this crisis.

This chapter opens with an exploration of the impact that demographic changes,
including increased cultural diversity and shifts in population structure, have on moral value
systems. Through this analysis, an attempt is made to identify how cultural plurality and
interactions among different social groups can lead to both value conflicts and opportunities for
dialogue and mutual understanding.

Contemporary society faces broad transformations that question and even attack the

foundation of traditional moral values. Rémi Brague highlights a significant shift in the



perception of the term "Europe," which is no longer considered just a geographical referent but
gains the significance of a substitute for Christendom. In this light, the concept of "modern
Europe" is perceived as redundant or even a pleonasm, reflecting profound changes in European
identity and self-understanding from the perspective of its Christian heritage.

Demographic transformations and increasing cultural diversity, intensified by the
industrial revolution and technological advancements, have accelerated secularization trends and
profoundly reshaped society’s relationship with moral values. Massive urbanization has shifted
populations from their traditional environments, weakening ties to cultural heritage and ancestral
values, facilitating a detachment from the principles that guided the historical thinking and
evolution of communities. These changes have favored the emergence of a cosmopolitan type of
individual, predisposed to abandon fundamental values and adopt, without critical discernment,
the pseudovalues promoted by the dominant culture.

Furthermore, special attention is given to technological advancement and the influence
of the digital environment on moral values. The investigation examines how new technologies,
the digital environment, and the constant flow of information affect the way individuals
understand morality, as well as the impact of these factors on the formation of moral identity and
ethical behaviors in an expanding virtual environment.

Technological progress plays a crucial role in contemporary transformations, radically
changing the way we view and utilize technology. While in the 17th century Descartes perceived
technology as a means by which humanity could master nature, the vision of technology
significantly evolves and nuances in the 20th and 21st centuries. Thinkers such as Martin
Heidegger, Neil Postman, Marshall McLuhan, and Jacques Ellul issue warnings regarding the
supposed neutrality of technology, highlighting an essential paradox: the more we strive to
dominate technology, the more we become dominated by it. This critical perspective reflects the
growing concern for how technology influences society and human values, far from a simple
instrumentalization of nature.

The analysis then extends to globalization and social mobility, examining how these
phenomena contribute to the redefinition of community and the sense of belonging, while
simultaneously influencing moral norms and shared wvalues. It explores how global
interconnectedness and increased population mobility bring challenges and create new contexts

for exercising moral freedom and maintaining traditional norms in the face of societal pressures.



In the context of globalization, the economic and technological domains authoritatively
dominate and shape the other spheres of life—political, social, cultural, and religious—which
experience a regression. Globalization is identified as a profound rupture from traditional value
structures, leading to consequences such as the loss of individuality, the standardization of
traditional cultures, the diminution of the distinct character of Christian spirituality, and a
weakening of eschatological consciousness, both at the personal and community levels.

In the second section of the chapter, the focus shifts to current trends in the relationship
with moral values, highlighting how individualism and moral subjectivism, as well as the role
of social institutions in the formation of moral values, reflect the complexity and diversity of
the contemporary moral context. It is emphasized that the unrealistic aspirations of the
Enlightenment demonstrate that reason is incapable of replacing God. Consequently, society
experiences the erosion of traditional values amidst alarmingly high levels of individualism,
leading to a distancing from religious institutions, a relativization of faith teachings, and the
emergence of a diverse mix of ideologies, philosophies, and new religious movements.

Secularization has influenced the perception of morality, encouraging a relative and
rational approach that focuses on critical evaluation, scientific support, and logical reasoning,
thereby moving away from a foundation in religious principles. This process has promoted a
view in which moral interpretations and justifications are understood and evaluated through the
lens of reason rather than faith.

In conclusion, the effects of secularization on applied ethics systems are delineated,
with a special focus on how new moral dilemmas - generated by scientific advancements, global
climate changes, and social justice issues - are addressed in a society that increasingly values
individual autonomy and moral relativism.

Chapter IV, entitled “The Analysis of the Moral Crisis in Secularized Society,”
constitutes a particularly important part of the research, offering a detailed analysis of the
manifestations, causes, and consequences of the moral crisis on the value system. This section is
essential for a deep understanding of the current dynamics between secularized society and
moral values, reflecting on the long-term consequences of these transformations.

The chapter aims to clarify the concept of "crisis," concluding that it refers to an aspect of
judgment, in the sense of a critical and accurate evaluation, as indicated by Fr. Stefan Florea. It is

highlighted that this moral crisis is driven by technological and scientific advancement, which



disrupts not only various aspects of daily life but also the collective consciousness, leading
society to what Jean-Claude Larchet describes with the term "pusillanimity" (moral weakness).

The chapter opens with a detailed examination of the manifestations of the moral crisis,
beginning with the rise in acts of corruption that highlight the weakening of moral integrity
within power structures and administration. This is followed by an analysis of the decline in
traditional moral values, illustrating how changes in collective perceptions of morality affect
socially accepted norms. The discussion also covers the development of antisocial behaviors
and how these reflect a rupture between the individual and the broader community, undermining
social cohesion and solidarity. The chapter addresses the concept of the illusion of false
freedom, where freedom, devoid of a clear moral framework, leads to confusion and a lost sense
of moral direction.

The moral crisis affects individuals in contemporary society by creating, on one hand, a
crisis of temporality, where modern man is content with a latent presence without eschatological
hope, and on the other hand, it encourages a decline in religiosity by emphasizing the self over
the role of God. The values of today's society are changing, leading to the decline and
relativization of traditional moral values, which are replaced by "flexible conventions" (Jacques
Ellul), subject to individual acceptance or rejection at will. In this society, Christian morality is
supplanted by so-called "independent morality" (Gilles Lipovetsky), where moral life is
separated from religious life. The erosion of trust in traditional values creates the recent,
postmodern man, devoid of transcendental dimension and identity, who distances himself from
Christian values that offer true significance through their very foundation, namely, divine
revelation (John Brack). This departure from traditional values has been termed the "great
disruption" (Francis Fukuyama), which can be mended only through the "authenticity of
religious life" (Anastasios Yannoulatos) and "contact with the traditional spirit" (René Guénon),
in a state of experiencing life in Christ (St. Nicholas Cabasilas), with the goal of achieving
spiritual perfection through, with, and in Christ (Fr. Dumitru Staniloae).

In such a moral framework, where virtues are relegated to the realm of cultural and
religious relics, and their importance is diminished, antisocial behaviors inevitably develop.
Orthodoxy, through its call to participate in the "eternal dialogue of love" with the Holy Trinity
(Fr. Dumitru Staniloae), emphasizes the distinct value of each person. Antisocial behaviors

directed against others suggest a lack of a solid moral framework and have concrete effects,



profoundly affecting the dignity and freedom of the individual, influencing both thought and
communal living.

To achieve true fulfillment, man needs "the two wings, grace and freedom" (St. Maximus
the Confessor), yet a freedom understood in God, where man is truly man (Olivier Clément). The
Christian can access true freedom only by drawing near to Him; obedience to God is, in essence,
an acceptance of freedom (Georgios Mantzaridis). Paradoxically, the moral crisis in society is
fundamentally a crisis of freedom (Fr. Stefan Florea), as we observe today an excessive and
aggressive promotion of personal freedom through unlimited access to technological benefits
(Chantal Delsol). However, it is a "libertarian freedom" (Olivier Clément), a freedom understood
without the presence of God, rejecting any form of constraint.

It is worth mentioning that discussing the crisis of society cannot be done without
highlighting the crisis of the Church, as these cannot be dissociated (Cardinal Christoph von
Schonborn). The moral crisis is primarily a crisis of the Church, reminiscent of the Middle Ages'
anticlerical sentiments, rooted in the Church's own errors. The notion of the Church is often
associated and conflated with ecclesial hierarchy, and in this context, we raise an alarm about the
lack of a solid moral framework among some Church members, which can sometimes lead to
immoral acts, including corruption. However, the prompt and proactive action of the Holy
Synod's Chancellery regarding these acts is noteworthy.

Within the Church, the moral crisis manifests differently, one of its forms being the
vocational crisis. The phenomenon of secularization present even within the Church should not
be seen as a peculiarity of the secular domain, but rather, it reflects a shift within the Church
itself, characterized by the introduction of the spirit of the world into the heart of the Church. We
must acknowledge that in the West, the Church itself contributes to the expansion of
secularization, on the one hand through encountered abuses, and on the other hand through the
propagation of a theology influenced by Aristotle or Plato, where the personalistic essence of
biblical revelation was lacking, even adapting the scriptural message to the preferences and
convenience of secularized believers.

The analysis of the causes of the moral crisis (4.2 Causes of the Moral Crisis in
Secularized Society) highlights the absence of a solid moral foundation, leading to the
redefinition of modern man through his own interpretations of reality. This approach generates a

fragmented and theologically incoherent world, as emphasized by Vladimir Lossky. Influenced



by modern humanism, which often places man in a position of superiority over the divine (Paul
Valadier), contemporary man tends to interpret biological functions through a purely instinctual
lens (Fr. Jean Boboc). This perspective contributes to further distancing from traditional moral
principles, exacerbating the moral crisis in society.

Another cause analyzed is ethical reductionism, which contributes to a superficial
approach and erosion of basic moral values. Contemporary society faces a loss of a cohesive
understanding of morality, largely due to tendencies toward excessive simplification of moral
approaches (Alasdair MacIntyre). Among the authors hostile to reductionism, even criticizing it,
we mention Paul Tillich, Christian Smith, and Charles Taylor.

The final aspect analyzed among the causes of the moral crisis is the neglect of the
spiritual dimension, leading to a profound estrangement from God and a marked indifference
toward the spiritual aspects of existence. Hieromonk Seraphim Rose highlights the contemporary
man's loss of awareness of his original, uncorrupted state. This loss is accentuated by societal
influences, which often promote states of anxiety and unhappiness (Virgil Gheorghiu), losing
consciousness of the two kingdoms: the temporal and the eternal (Archimandrite Sophrony),
leading to an inability to find meaning in death, as man is no longer capable of allowing eternity
to intervene in his own life.

In conclusion, the chapter explores 4.3 The Effects of the Moral Crisis on the
Individual and Society. It discusses the loss of meaning and purpose in life as a direct result of
a profound moral crisis, which leaves individuals in a state of disorientation and lack of
fulfillment. The disintegration of communities and social alienation are examined as
phenomena that erode interpersonal bonds and solidarity, while moral relativism and the
undermining of a common value system reflect the fragmentation and polarization of society.
The conflict between religious values and secular values illustrates the existing tensions between
different moral perspectives, highlighting the challenges of navigating value diversity in an
increasingly pluralistic world.

Despite the fact that humanity is ontologically a moral being (Fr. Stefan Florea),
Christian morality appears intangible to the postmodern individual (H. Tristram Engelhardt).
Thus, Archbishop loan Ica Jr. investigates the anthropological study of the past two centuries,

noting a "resignation from humanity," while Archbishop Anastasios Yannoulatos remarks that,



influenced by Western mentality, people have transformed into masses, cultivating excessive
individualism.

In the context of the work, this chapter forms the basis for understanding the complexity
and gravity of the current situation, providing the necessary foundation for the discussion of
theological solutions addressed in the following chapter.

Chapter V, titled "Theological Solutions for the Moral Crisis in Secularized Society",
also the final chapter of the research, marks a crucial moment by shifting the discussion from
diagnosing the problem to exploring concrete and constructive responses. This section focuses
on identifying and developing theological strategies aimed at counteracting the effects of the
moral crisis associated with secularization, presenting a theological perspective for a moral
renewal of society.

Starting with an analysis of the challenges and issues associated with the engagement
with moral values, the chapter highlights the complexity of the current situation and the urgent
need for new directions in moral and ethical thinking, emphasizing a return to the spirit and state
of the Holy Fathers. It underscores the importance of an approach that integrates the wisdom of
religious traditions with contemporary needs and realities, in order to reaffirm the essential role
of spiritual and moral values in the life of communities.

In the current context, marked by the control of digital technology and pressures of
secularization, the Christian community faces unprecedented moral and spiritual dilemmas,
considered significant challenges. There is a societal inclination to place hope in salvation
through technology, due to the impressive technological advancements observed recently. This
tendency highlights a significant shift in the direction of collective values and beliefs, marking a
turning point in how technology and spirituality are perceived and integrated into daily life.

The research advocates for balance and caution in the use of technology, especially
disruptive technologies that fundamentally transform traditional moral values and belief systems.
The issue of assigning moral responsibility for errors or damages caused by autonomous
technologies, such as self-driving cars or robots, constitutes a sensitive point both morally and
legally. The contributions of Marshall McLuhan and Neil Postman to the foundation of "media
ecology," a discipline that studies the influence of technology on cultures, are noteworthy. In
light of the disturbances brought about by technological innovations, including at the spiritual

level, the work presents proposed spiritual strategies for overcoming the crisis. It also suggests



the creation of Orthodox Digital Ethics Committees, intended to assess the consequences and
establish a moral framework for the use of digital technology from the perspective of Orthodox
values.

The subsequent section of the chapter is dedicated to rediscovering religious and
spiritual values as the foundation for a robust and deeply human morality. Through the analysis
and interpretation of fundamental theological teachings and principles, it seeks ways in which
faith and spirituality can address the moral needs of contemporary humanity. The importance of
faith and prayer in fostering communion, responsibility, and a profound sense of community is
emphasized, highlighting the central role of religious communities in promoting and supporting
these values.

The period of crisis is seen as a crucial moment for profound spiritual transformation,
through the abandonment of the "old man" and the adoption of the "new man," emphasizing the
importance of faith and spirituality in overcoming the moral crisis. 4 sincere return to God is
presented as an effective solution for overcoming existential crises and rediscovering the
meaning of life, accentuating the essential role of faith in Christian life and access to communion
with God through prayer. Reconnecting to spirituality to overcome the moral crisis involves an
authentic return to transcendental values and the traditional teachings of the Holy Fathers, not in
a rational manner but in the spirit and manner of these teachings. Joseph Ratzinger highlights the
importance of the humility of the Incarnation and fundamental human values, offering a new
vision of the Incarnation, defining it as a "saving metanarrative." He also underscores the crucial
role of humility and faith in navigating the complexities of postmodernism and the contemporary
world.

Henri de Lubac emphasizes the necessity of preserving an authentic Christian faith and
warns against the dangers of seeking solutions outside the Christian tradition or replacing
authentic Christianity with versions based on force and coercion, which would aggravate existing
problems. It is proposed as a solution to return to the authenticity and roots of Christianity for
revitalizing faith, supporting the idea that Christianity should focus on spiritual transformation in
love, extending the expression of Christian life beyond the spiritual and ascetic dimensions to
include social commitment.

The analysis highlights the essential role of religious communities in promoting moral

values, emphasizing the importance of the spirit of sacrifice and the need for theology and the



Church to remain engaged and relevant in the face of modern challenges. It insists on following
the example of the Holy Fathers for a living faith, as well as on the importance of the experience
of the Cross, the suffering embraced with trust in Christ, as a means of deepening one's
connection with God. Hans von Balthasar emphasizes the mystery of divine love as the
foundation of the relationship between God and man, while Father Seraphim Rose speaks of
achieving deep understanding through the lived experience of the divine presence, not only in a
theoretical but also in a spiritual sense.

The essence of Christian life transcends its spiritual and ascetic limitations; thus, the
necessity of extending it into the social realm is highlighted. By actively participating in the
community and applying Christian principles in social relationships, we have the opportunity to
contribute to the deepening of the understanding of Christian moral values, thus demonstrating
the relevance and impact of faith in the contemporary world.

In the contemporary context, theology is called upon to adopt a provocative stance
towards a world perceived as irrational and devoid of meaning, emphasizing the need to
rediscover religious and spiritual values as an essential response to the moral crisis. Confronting
this crisis necessitates a profound understanding of faith and active participation in the liturgical
life of the Church, highlighting continuity with the Spirit of the Holy Fathers and recognizing
membership in a living tradition. It is recommended that society and the Church be
interconnected, with a joint call for awareness of divine purposes. Moral life and the authenticity
of faith involve an ontological dimension of sacrifice, integrated into human nature, and a return
to the Christian foundation of the culture of the Word and the Liturgy (Albert Borgmann), for
rediscovering the authenticity and depth of human relationships.

In conclusion, the chapter addresses the theme of interreligious dialogue as a means of
fostering a global attitude towards moral challenges. In encounters with various systems of
thought, Orthodox Christianity relies on the event of the Incarnation, perceived not only as the
cornerstone of its own faith but also as a manifestation of divine love that transcends cultural or
religious differences. It underscores the fundamental importance of the Incarnation for promoting
common moral values for all. In the current context, characterized by diversity and change, the
Orthodox Churches must be directly involved in interreligious dialogue, emphasizing the
necessity of harmonious coexistence and a joint effort in addressing major human issues such as

justice and peace, thus highlighting two critical imperatives: the need for tolerance and cross-



cultural understanding, as well as a collective approach to challenges that cross religious
boundaries.

Thus, Chapter 5 proposes an integrated and Christian vision on how theology and
spirituality can offer viable responses to the moral crisis of contemporary society, reiterating
faith in humanity's capacity to find a common moral ground in the face of the challenges of a
secularized age.

Chapter 6 presents the Conclusions of this research, summarizing and synthesizing all
the narrative threads and previous analyses, offering an overview of the entire study and
highlighting its main contributions and findings. This chapter represents a final reflection on the
research, reaffirming the problem, the thesis objectives, and emphasizing how the research has
achieved its goals through the analysis conducted in the preceding chapters.

It begins by reaffirming the research problem and its significance in the context of
contemporary secularized society, reiterating the complex challenges related to the engagement
with moral values. The initial intention of the work is recalled, aiming to explore and better
understand how secularization influences the system of moral values and how religious
communities and society, in general, can respond to these challenges.

The chapter then synthesizes the main conclusions drawn from the research, highlighting
the theoretical and practical contributions of the thesis. It discusses how the analysis revealed the
impact of secularization on societal morality, the challenges identified in maintaining and
promoting traditional moral values in a secularized context, and the theological-moral solutions
proposed to counteract the negative effects of this phenomenon.

The chapter concludes with a section dedicated to future research directions, offering
suggestions for subsequent studies that may extend or deepen some of the aspects addressed.

Thus, Chapter 6 closes the thesis with a note of reflection and anticipation, urging
continued intellectual and practical engagement in addressing the urgent moral questions faced

by the contemporary world.
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