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Theme argumentation 

The topic treated in this paper was chosen by Father Professor Mihai Himcinschi, the 

coordinator of this doctoral thesis, the subject of the paper being a current topic, which grew 

in our country after the fall of communism. 

If before the Revolution of 1989, pilgrimage in Romania was not encouraged, and the 

Romanian Orthodox Church did not have the necessary means to organize pilgrimages in our 

country, much less outside the national territory, today, the Romanian Patriarchate and some 

centers dioceses have their own pilgrimage agencies. Thus, the pilgrimage became part of the 

religious life of Orthodox believers, and we have highlighted, in this paper, the multiple 

spiritual benefits of the pilgrimage, but also the social effects it produces. The pilgrimage took 

place after 1990, not only because of the full religious freedom enjoyed by the faithful, but 

also because of the mobility of people. The movement of people is much easier, and, on the 

other hand, after 1990 other pilgrimage places appeared, and here we refer to the tomb of 

Father Arsenie Boca from the Prislop Monastery. 

In this paper we did not limit ourselves only to the national pilgrimage, but we also 

analyzed the pilgrimage in the Roman Catholic Church, a pilgrimage that highlights more 

strongly the fact that humanity is seeking God, and world economic progress could not satisfy 

all the needs of postmodern man. 

Besides the fact that the pilgrimage is topical, it is not a new religious manifestation, 

but on the contrary, it has a considerable antiquity, it also existed in the pre-Christian, Jewish 

era, which I highlighted in this work, the search for the sacred through pilgrimage becomes a 

constant concern of Christians since the first centuries. They went on a pilgrimage to the 

tombs of the martyrs, being convinced that they were full of grace, death passing no one 

through, and thus the body of the saints became the abode of God's grace.  

Noting that the pilgrimages in Romania in recent years have been strongly contested, 

the media highlighting only their negative points, especially collateral events, theology is 

obliged to argue the need for the pilgrimage. Moreover, the pilgrimage in Romania in 2020 

was even banned by the State, in the first period of the coronavirus pandemic, and at the end 

of 2020, the pilgrimages were restricted. Thus, a misunderstanding of this phenomenon was 

found, a disregard for holiness itself, and the Church is forced today, more than ever, to argue 

the need for pilgrimage.  



4 
 

Even if in Latin, the word “pilgrim” means “traveler”, “one who goes to a foreign 

country and settles there for a while”, in this work the existential pilgrimage was also 

highlighted, i.e. the inner one, which it has nothing to do with any actual journey, because, in 

essence, the pilgrimage is the search for God that we can do without any spatial movement, 

namely through the Liturgy. Thus, the pilgrimage is a path to God that we do physically, but 

that we can also go through from a spiritual, spiritual point of view. The act of pilgrimage is a 

particular experience of religious life, but at the same time a collective one. The authentic 

pilgrimage is the mixed one, when the spatial pilgrimage is combined with the existential one, 

the spatial one being necessary to reach the existential one, but there may be exceptions.  

Thus, in a society that allocates time only for profit, the pilgrimage is almost 

mandatory because man also needs spiritual pursuits, not only strictly material, which do not 

fulfill him in its entirety.  

 

Purpose of the paper  

The purpose of the work is to make us understand that the pilgrimage is an integral 

part of Christianity, this being an essential method by which we can know God.  

In general, man makes particular efforts to know God, but a path to the end of which 

we find Him in an icon, in the relics of the saints or in the form of holy clergy, is 

recommended for each of us, because in the places of pilgrimage, God shows His power, the 

sanctity of certain places is highlighted, but especially the sanctity of man who is not lost with 

physical death.  

The work also aims to give hope to the sick, the helpless in the face of life's 

difficulties. That is why the mercy of God, the One who healed many good people, both in 

soul and body, was highlighted in this work.  

At the same time, we have highlighted the truth that the most powerful and important 

place of pilgrimage in the world is not the one with the most relics or miracle-working icons, 

but the Tomb of Jesus Christ, where annual takes place the miracle of the descent of the Holy 

Lights at the feast of the Lord's Resurrection. In this part of the paper, our goal was also to 

highlight the fact that this miracle occurs only in the Orthodox service, which is more than 

eloquent. 

Also, the purpose of this paper is to highlight the fact that some pilgrimages are 

publicized without any genuine solid support (Medjugorje), while others are not officially 

highlighted (Arsenie Boca, Maglavit). In other words, pilgrimages can be influenced by 

church authority, but also by the media.  
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Another purpose of this work is to enhance the value of ecumenical pilgrimages, 

pilgrimages that play an important role in a good understanding between denominations.  

The description of the specific aspects of the distortion of the pilgrimage is another 

aim of this work. We must say that in certain situations the pilgrimage is distorted both by 

those who should defend this method of expression of faith, i.e. by clergy, and by believers 

who do not know the purpose of this spiritual journey, and they mix magic and miracle, 

tourism and pilgrimage.  

Also, the purpose of this work is to highlight the fact that the pilgrimage was a method 

of approaching God both in times of public health and in times of plague, and the freedom of 

believers was not restricted in this regard, the freedom religious being a fundamental right 

stipulated in the Romanian Constitution.  

Finally, the pilgrimage aims to sanctify people's lives, this being a spiritual ascent that 

we can do through the Liturgy, in this case being an existential pilgrimage.  

Thus, the purpose of this work is:  

- to highlight the fact that the pilgrimage is an essential method by which we can know 

God;  

- knowing the places of pilgrimage, spaces where God shows his power;  

- highlighting the fact that the pilgrimage has an important role in acquiring or 

consolidating the spiritual life;  

- highlighting the fact that the pilgrimage increases communion between people;  

- arguing the need for believers to know the authentic places of pilgrimage, which 

requires knowledge from them, so we can say that the purpose of this work is to confess the 

phenomenon of pilgrimage as an educational method;  

- enumeration of the distortions that lead to the alteration of the pilgrimage;  

- knowledge and differentiation of Orthodox and Catholic pilgrimages;  

- highlighting whether or not a place of pilgrimage may be authentic;  

- highlighting the fact that a pilgrimage aims at inner transformation and not necessarily 

the accounting of miracles. 

 

Documentary basis 

The present scientific work is based in its elaboration on some elements of theology 

that we will enumerate synthetically: 

- elements of biblical theology, which highlights the essence of Orthodox theology; 

- elements of historical theology, with the highlighting of some data and events related to the 

practice of pilgrimage in the first Christian centuries; 
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- elements of dogmatic theology; 

- elements of contemporary theology on the subject of the paper, which are based on Holy 

Scripture and Holy Tradition. 

A large part of the documentary base of this work was extracted from the Library of 

the Faculty of Orthodox Theology at the "1 Decembrie 1918" University of Alba Iulia, from 

the Library of the "Babeș-Bolyai" University of Cluj-Napoca, from the Library of the "Lucian 

Blaga" University of Sibiu. Also, information was extracted for the writing of this paper from 

the Library of the Orthodox Archdiocese of Alba Iulia, from the County Library "Lucian 

Blaga" from Alba Iulia, from the Mureș County Library, from the Central University Library 

of Cluj-Napoca, from the "Institute of Jewish Studies” from Cluj-Napoca, from the “ Teleki” 

Library from Târgu-Mureș. Information from some web pages was also used. 

Of the total materials used to write the thesis, some are recent, but I did not fail to use 

older essential information, just to address in detail the phenomenon of pilgrimage to 

Christianity, from a missionary point of view. 

 

Research stage 

The topic of pilgrimages is current and has sparked many heated debates, pros and 

cons, especially during the COVID-19 pandemic of 2020. Much has been written about the 

pilgrimage, books, magazines, studies and articles have appeared debating this topic. so that it 

is, we might say, almost impossible to analyze the missionary pilgrimage exhaustively. Also, 

the pilgrimage is intensely debated in the media, arousing harsh controversy between the 

Romanian Orthodox Church and the Romanian State, and here we refer to the period of the 

State of Alert, during which time the pilgrimages were severely restricted. 

Following the research done so far, in Romania there is no work that fully analyzes, 

from a missionary point of view, the Catholic and Orthodox pilgrimages. There are works in 

other languages, there are articles and studies that deal with certain pilgrimages, but they do 

not treat in the same work the great Christian, Orthodox and Catholic pilgrimages. 

The present research has several reference works that address the topic of pilgrimage 

and from a missionary point of view. 

The book of human life was written by Menachem Hacohen, translated from Hebrew 

by Rodica Amel, it was printed in 2005, at Hasefer Publishing House in Bucharest. The 

author, rabbi, writer, publicist and politician, records in this book the religious customs of the 

Jews, related to the Jewish religious holidays. 

The miracle in the life of the modern man: a sociological monograph of the pilgrimage 

was written by Valentin-Lucian Beloiu and printed in 2015, at the Christiana Publishing 
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House in Bucharest. The author, a scientist and psychologist at the same time, highlights the 

miracle as a concrete fact that supports the pilgrimage, the miracle being the engine that leads 

the pilgrim to the sacred places. 

Investigation on the appearances of the Virgin Mary, whose author is Yves Chiron, is 

a book translated from French by Dorina Oprea and was printed in 2012 in Bucharest, by 

Philobia Publishing House. The author is an essayist, journalist and French historian, 

specialist in the history of the Roman Catholic Church. In his work he treats the apparitions of 

the Virgin Mary on a planetary level, but also the controversial apparitions or false 

apparitions, making the difference between false and authentic. 

Fátima 100: the centenary of the apparitions of the Mother of God in the Romanian 

context is a collective volume, written under the coordination of Wilhelm Dancă, published in 

2018 in Bucharest, edited by the Publishing House of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese. The 

work highlights the pilgrimage from Fatima and especially the person of the Virgin Mary, has 

an important role in the study of pilgrimages because it highlights the role of the Mother of 

God in promoting freedom. 

The need for a miracle: the phenomenon of pilgrimages in contemporary Romania is a 

book written by Mirel Bănică, it was printed in 2014 in Iași by Polirom Publishing House. 

The author holds a PhD in political science from the University of Geneva, and is currently a 

scientific researcher at the "Institute of the History of Religions" of the Romanian Academy 

and a member of the "French Association of Social Sciences of Religion" in Paris. In his first 

part, his work contains some notes from the Orthodox pilgrimages in our country, and in the 

rest of his work he addresses the types of pilgrimage, but also the miracle as an essential 

element of this phenomenon. 

The religious sentiment of Romanians, a historical perspective (XVII-XX centuries), is 

a book written by Doru Radosav, which took the form of printing in 1997 in Cluj-Napoca, 

under the auspices of Dacia Publishing House. The author is a professor of history at the 

"Babes-Bolyai" University of Cluj-Napoca, and his book describes the religious feeling that 

manifests itself both individually and collectively. The importance of this work derives from 

the fact that it describes in an exemplary way religious piety, an essential component of the 

pilgrimage, 

The collective volume, Otherwise about Father Arsenie Boca, appears in Cluj-Napoca 

in 2016, being edited by Școala Ardeleană Publishing House. It contains thirteen studies that 

analyze the personality of Father Arsenie Boca, highlighting first of all his holiness, the last 

study requiring his canonization. It is an exceptional volume that describes the main 

arguments that support the need for the pilgrimage to the tomb of Father Arsenie Boca. 
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The Virgin of Fatima: the Queen of the Holy Rosary is written by Bishop Ioan Suciu 

and the priest Cristian-Florin Sabău, being printed by the Lauretane Sisters Publishing House, 

from Baia-Mare, in 2017. Bishop Ioan Suciu obtained the title of doctor in Rome, and this 

paper marks the centenary of the apparitions at Fátima (1917-2017). It is an exceptional book 

that deals extensively with the pilgrimage to Fátima, being the most important book in 

Romanian that deals with this pilgrimage. 

 

Research methodology 

This doctoral dissertation, developed under the coordination of Father Professor Mihai 

Himcinschi, addresses the issue of pilgrimage from a missionary point of view, with priority, 

but does not neglect the interdisciplinary perspective of this topic. Biblical sources, patristic 

sources, documents, church newspapers, books and volumes, studies and articles, but also 

web sources were used to write this thesis. 

Among the research methods used in this paper we mention: 

- the historical method, ie the research of the evolution of the pilgrimage in Christianity, but 

also the one before Christianity; 

- the theological method, by highlighting current theological opinions, Catholic and Orthodox, 

but also the methods that the Church, especially the Orthodox, should propose to preserve the 

pilgrimage, especially in times when religious freedom is restricted ; 

- the analytical method, which follows the position of theologians, historians and scientists, 

being useful for the analysis of the pilgrimage phenomenon. 

 

The limits of the research and the brief presentation of the thesis chapters 

Although this paper highlights the missionary aspects of the pilgrimage to 

Christianity, we must say that this thesis does not cover the Christian pilgrimage outside 

Europe. The work is limited to the great Orthodox pilgrimages in Romania and to the 

consecrated Catholic pilgrimages in Europe. However, we consider that the pilgrimages 

highlighted by us are a landmark for the rest of the Christian pilgrimages outside the old 

continent, and the work can be a landmark for both theologians and lay people who want to 

know the role of the pilgrimage. 

Regarding the general framework of the thesis, it is divided into four chapters, 

preceded by the content of the thesis, the list of abbreviations and introduction, and after the 

paper itself, follows a general conclusion, followed by the bibliography. 
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In the introduction, there are exposed six components, namely: the argumentation of 

the topic, the purpose of the paper, the documentary basis, the research stage, the research 

methodology, the research limits and the general framework of the paper. 

The first chapter, entitled Necessity, causes and fruits of the pilgrimage in general. 

Missionary aspects of the phenomenon to the Jews and in the first four Christian centuries, 

highlights the miracle as the essential cause of the pilgrimage, the collective piety, with an 

important role in initiating a pilgrimage and its fruits. There are also some Jewish holidays 

where pilgrimages were made, but also the practice of this phenomenon in the first four 

Christian centuries, before and after the Edict of Milan. 

The second chapter, entitled Pilgrimage to holy relics, icons, uncanonized clergy and 

the Holy Sepulchre. Interfaith differences and similarities, highlights the importance of relics 

and icons made or not made by human hands, of the clergy who are alive, the pilgrimage to 

the Holy Sepulchre, but also the differences and interfaith similarities between Orthodox and 

Catholic pilgrimages. 

The third chapter, entitled Missionary Aspects of the Pilgrimage to the Roman 

Catholic Church, deals with missionary and counter-missionary pilgrimages to Fatima, 

Lourdes, Medjugorje, and Taizé. 

The fourth chapter, entitled The Pilgrimage through the Liturgy, the initial one, the 

one from the time of the epidemic and its distortion, deals with the spiritual journey of the 

believer who reaches the encounter with Jesus Christ through the Holy Liturgy cantered on 

the Eucharist. This liturgical spiritual journey being an essential, qualitative, and not 

quantitative pilgrimage. Next, this chapter analyses a current topic, namely the restriction of 

pilgrimages by state authorities in Romania, as well as the reaction of the Romanian Orthodox 

Church. We also make a comparison between the behaviour of today's pilgrims and that of 

pilgrims in the third century, during an epidemic, and at the end of the chapter we make an 

analysis of the distortions of the pilgrimage, which will be listed in this paper. 

 

The conclusions of the thesis 

The theme of this work is very topical today, in the context of the epidemic of the new 

coronavirus, so a work that includes the pilgrimage as a missionary event in the past and 

today, both in our country and beyond, is welcomed. Even though the missionary aspects of 

the pilgrimage and its role in the world have been highlighted, we do not claim that the 

subject it is treated exhaustively, but we can only say that it is treated broadly, but enough to 

make even the greatest opponents of this phenomenon, which is the pilgrimage, think. 
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Going through this work, we conclude that during the pilgrimage you come into 

contact, willingly or unwillingly, with the other pilgrims, that is, in the pilgrimage we refer 

not only to the sacred, but also to the other participants in the pilgrimage. Thus, in the 

atmosphere of the pilgrimage it is found that the connections between the pilgrims become 

more consistent. Also, the pilgrimage promotes discipline, respect for peers and tolerance, 

absolutely necessary, given the multiple categories of pilgrims who may meet at the same 

time in a pilgrimage. Thus, the pilgrimage puts the believer in order, that is, brings him closer 

to God. 

Also, even if it was analysed limiting ourselves to Christianity, we find that 

pilgrimage as a religious practice has a long history and was met with Jews before Jesus 

Christ, the pilgrimage being part of their religious life, and the fruits of the pilgrimage to the 

chosen people were similar to those of Christianity, that is, the increase of communion with 

others and with God, especially, the Jewish pilgrimage on the occasion of the celebration of 

Easter being fulfilled even by Jesus Christ. 

We also conclude that the pilgrimage was a constant in the first Christian centuries, 

regardless of the social category of the pilgrim. Ordinary and dignified people have practiced 

this sacred journey, which highlights the fact that man ontologically feels the need to 

approach God. We can therefore say that this method of approaching God is necessary for any 

person, knowing full well that the Empress Elena herself practiced the pilgrimage, thus 

discovering the Cross on which Jesus Christ was crucified. 

Another conclusion that emerges from this work is that the pilgrimage has a special 

role in the lives of believers because through the pilgrimage you meet God, you find him in 

the healing power of relics, icons and more, because many receive healing. In this work, the 

miraculous role of holy relics and holy icons was highlighted. We can say that without them 

the pilgrimage itself would weaken, the Christian often associating the pilgrimage with 

palpable holiness. 

Thus, it is very important that this role of holy relics and miracle-working icons be 

highlighted clearly and pragmatically, especially in the context in which postmodern man, 

influenced by secularism, believes less and less in the miraculous power of these saints. relics 

or icons, and we have emphasized this aspect. In our country and not only there are relics and 

icons revered by pilgrims, but they also become confessors, increasing the faith of believers 

regardless of their confession, especially if we know their role in the spiritual ascent of man. 

Also, being knowledgeable from this point of view, the faith of the pilgrims remains unaltered 

and pure. Moreover, the faith of the pilgrims is strengthened and sustained by their worship at 

the graves of uncanonized clergy, but who proved their holiness by the miracles that take 
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place in these places, and here we refer primarily to the tomb of Father Arsenie Boca. Thus, 

we conclude that the pilgrim seeks holiness, regardless of the official opinion of the Church, 

which is not necessarily wrong, but a refutation or an official confirmation of the church 

authority would be useful for pilgrims. 

Another conclusion we emphasize is the reality that, although it is a quintessential 

ecumenical pilgrimage space, the Holy Sepulcher offers the supreme proof that there is only 

one true faith, the Holy Light appears only in the Orthodox service. 

We also find that the Orthodox Church, although it does not have an administratively 

organized state, such as the Vatican in Catholicism, Orthodoxy still has Mount Athos which 

has an administrative autonomy from Greece, although the peninsula is not a state, and this 

space is place of pilgrimage, a territory where prayer prevails to the detriment of the 

administration, which is missing in the Roman Catholic Church. 

Going in the sphere of differences between the two Churches in terms of pilgrimage, it 

was highlighted that Catholic pilgrims are more disciplined than Orthodox, this aspect was 

highlighted by the Romanian media, and Catholic places of pilgrimage are much better 

organized materially than the Orthodox. 

We also find that in the Roman Catholic Church, the pilgrimage is more visible than in 

the Orthodox Church. First of all, there are more Catholic believers than Orthodox, but at the 

same time we highlight the influence of the Vatican in the world, which makes the Roman 

Catholic Church a state force capable of unitarily promoting its interests, and at the same time 

their own places of pilgrimage are highlighted much more effectively. Of course, some 

aspects have been exaggerated, trying to use these sacred places to highlight and maximize 

papal power or to highlight Catholicism itself. However, the good part of this behaviour is 

that the Catholic pilgrimage sites are visible, while in our country, for example, the 

theophanies of Maglavit are no longer relevant, today this major pilgrimage site in the 

interwar period, being only visited, there is no pilgrimage in this space. 

Also, in the second chapter of the paper, we find that Catholic places of pilgrimage are 

much more open to ecumenism, and the Roman Catholic Church stands as a promoter of 

universal pilgrimages, eclipsing local ones. Thus, Catholic pilgrimages are ecumenical, both 

in terms of the clergy, for example at Taizé, but also of pilgrims, which makes Catholic 

pilgrimages recognized by other religious denominations and even promoted by them.  

As for the miracles, we believe that the Medical Offices, which find miraculous 

healings in the great Catholic pilgrimages, are auspicious, thus eliminating any suspicion of 

miraculous healings. These offices are necessary, especially if we consider that society is 
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rapidly secularizing, and influencing factors (politics, media) sometimes discredit or disregard 

the value of sacred places. 

It was also concluded that the Roman Catholic Church with all its strengths and which 

I have listed, also has weaknesses, and here we refer to the pilgrimage to Medjugorje which, 

even if it raises serious questions, it is not forbidden by the church authority for financial 

reasons, but also for pastoral reasons. Thus, we notice that Catholic pilgrims, even if they are 

more disciplined, fail to distinguish an authentic pilgrimage from one that is on the verge of 

imposture. 

The last part of the work highlights the fact that throughout history, because pilgrims 

wanted to receive help and blessing, sometimes icons or certain relics were carried in 

procession through towns and villages, this being a pilgrimage in the opposite direction, from 

God to man. The engine of the pilgrimage was and is the miracle, without which the 

pilgrimage would not last in time, in the long run. The miracle is what sustains the 

pilgrimage, even if it is often missing or left to wait, but the fact that once, in a certain place, 

God performed miracles, it is enough for that space to become a place of pilgrimage. But 

relics and icons have been used not only for the purpose of performing miracles, but the 

Church uses this treasure to highlight the faith of practicing believers who honour them and, 

moreover, highlights the reality that the world in its wholeness and the problems that all 

mankind can go through at some point can be overcome not only by science but also by the 

power of God. 

On the other hand, we find that there is a tendency to absolutize relics, icons or other 

holy places, leaving God out of the pilgrimage. This is a negative part of the pilgrimage 

recorded in this work, and this distortion of the pilgrimage has been permanently highlighted 

by the Church's opponents. One solution would be for the church authority to clearly establish 

the places of pilgrimage in Romania and to highlight the authentic ones, canonizing those 

revered by the faithful, among them mentioning Father Paisie Olaru or Father Arsenie Boca. 

Also, the Church through pilgrimage guides must explain to the pilgrims the priorities within 

the pilgrimages, so that they know who they worship, why they worship, but especially to 

know that any healing or help comes only from God. 

Another conclusion of this paper is that the freedom of pilgrims was restricted during 

the epidemic in the 21st century, unlike other historically difficult historical periods, which 

shows that the miracle of today's pilgrimage is incomprehensible and even contested by the 

State, both in Romania and throughout Christian Europe. We believe that the Church, in 

general, must take the necessary steps to defend the religious freedoms enshrined in the 

Constitution, especially when they are abruptly annulled or restricted by the State. 
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At the same time, because the pilgrimage is a way to God, we understand that a 

pilgrimage can also be the Holy Mass, at the end of which we meet Jesus Christ physically 

through the Eucharist, this being the most important pilgrimage even if, for most or, the 

miracle visible to the eye is missing. The pilgrimage itself achieves its goal as we approach 

God on a being level, but more than that, the pilgrimage presupposes His appropriation in our 

being, being able to say that only in this way our pilgrimage has reached its goal, that is, our 

transformation, deification. 

Thus, we can speak of an authentic and distorted pilgrimage, and the conclusion of 

this work is that the pilgrim's ascent to God can be slowed down even by those who should 

preserve the authenticity of the pilgrimage, namely the clergy. The distortions have as a 

background both a moral, spiritual and a material side (confusing the pilgrimage and the 

pilgrimage space with tourism that does not aim to sanctify man). 

We also see the superiority of the Christian pilgrimage over the non-Christian one, 

even if the Muslim, Buddhist and Hindu pilgrimages total more pilgrims than the Christian 

ones. Superiority consists in its goal, that is, deification, which is lacking in any other non-

Christian pilgrimage. We can say that the pilgrimage is a sublime method by which man 

becomes closer to God and to his fellow men, and in this sense, we encourage this form of 

manifestation of faith or the acquisition of faith. 

We find that pilgrimage is necessary, but not compulsory, for salvation, so that, 

paradoxically, it has the capacity through its engine, that is, the miracle, to change man's life, 

to bring man out of sin, and to lead him to the path of salvation. 

We conclude that the work is necessary because it includes the great Orthodox 

pilgrimages, the great Catholic pilgrimages, but at the same time highlights their miraculous 

character compared to non-Christian pilgrimages. Also, in addition to the laudatory nature of 

the work on the Christian pilgrimage in general, the work highlights the lack of Christian 

pilgrimages, large and recognized, but also the distortions of the pilgrimage caused by 

pilgrims, but also by the clergy. The work is also necessary since it uses accessible language, 

so that it can be read and understood by the untheological pilgrim. Thus, the work 

highlighting the strengths or weaknesses of some pilgrimages, while using an accessible 

language, brings added value in the space of theological books that debate and analyse the 

Christian pilgrimage from a missionary point of view. 

We also believe that the purpose of this work has been achieved, so the reader will be 

able to conclude for himself that pilgrimage is necessary but not mandatory to acquire or 

strengthen faith, and most importantly that the work emphasizes the need to achieve the goal 

in pilgrimage, that is deification. 



14 
 

Full presentation of the content of the thesis 

 

INTRODUCTION.....................................................................................................................5 

1. Rationale for the topic .........................................................................................................5 

2. The purpose of the paper .................................................................................................... 6 

3. Documentary basis ...............................................................................................................8 

4. Research stage ......................................................................................................................8 

5. Research methodology ...................................................................................................... 10 

6. The limits of the research and the general framework of the paper .............................10 

 

CHAPTER I. THE NECESSITY, CAUSES AND RESULTS OF THE CHRISTIAN 

PILGRIMAGE. MISSIONARY ASPECTS OF THE PHENOMENON TO THE JEWS 

AND IN THE FIRST FOUR CHRISTIAN CENTURIES ................................................ 12 

1.1 Introduction ......................................................................................................................12 

1.2 The need for pilgrimage ..................................................................................................14 

1.3 The causes of the pilgrimage ...........................................................................................21 

1.4 The results of the pilgrimage ...........................................................................................28 

1.5 Pilgrimage to the Jews .....................................................................................................29 

1.5.1 The Feast of Easter ......................................................................................................... 31 

1.5.2 The Feast of the Weeks or The Pentecost ...................................................................... 38 

1.5.3 The Feast of the Tents .…………………………………………………………………42 

1.5.4 Jesus Christ, Pilgrim at the Temple in Jerusalem …………………………………….. 44 

1.5.5 The three feasts after the demolition of the Temple in Jerusalem ……………………. 45 

1.6 The Christian Pilgrimage Before and After the Edict of Milan (313 AD) …………..46 

1.7 The Pilgrimage of Empress Elena and the Missionary Role of this Pilgrimage …... 50 

1.7 Other pilgrims and other places of pilgrimage in the first four centuries …………..52 

1.8 Conclusions ……………………………………………………………………………...58 

 

CHAPTER II.  THE PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY RELICS, ICONS, 

UNCANONIZED PRIESTS AND THE HOLY TOMB. INTERCONFESSIONAL 

DIFFERENCES AND SIMILARITIES ………………..………………………………….59 

2.1 Introduction ………………………………………….………………………………….59 

2.2 Pilgrimage to the holy relics - mission and countermission …….……………………60 

2.2.1 Some arguments for honouring the holy relics …………………….…………………. 60 



15 
 

2.2.2 Some counter-missionary elements regarding the veneration of the holy relics ………62 

2.2.3 Missionary peculiarities of the pilgrimages to the holy relics …………………………65 

2.2.4 Pilgrimage to the relics of The Pious Saint Parascheva from Iași ……………….…….69 

2.2.5 Pilgrimage to the relics of The Pious Saint Dimitrie the New from Bucharest ….…….72 

2.3 The Pilgrimage to the holy icons ………………………………………………….……75 

2.3.1 Arguments for the veneration of the holy icons ………………………………………..75 

2.3.2 The Pilgrimage from Nicula. Other pilgrimages dedicated to Virgin Mary……………77 

2.3.3 Pilgrimages to icons not made by human hands ……………………………………….85 

2.4 The Pilgrimage to God Himself. The Holy Tomb……….…………………………….89 

2.5 The pilgrimage from the tomb of Father Arsenie Boca and from other uncanonized 

clergy. The Ascetic authority and the hierarchical authority ……………………………93 

2.6 The Pilgrimage to the Holy Mount Athos ……………………………………………101 

2.7 The Pilgrimage from Maglavit ………………………………………………………..106 

2.8 Similarities and differences between the Orthodox and the Catholic pilgrimages...112 

2.9 Conclusions …………………………………………………………………………….117 

 

CHAPTER III. MISSIONARY ASPECTS REGARDING THE PILGRIMAGE IN THE 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH ………………………………………………………...119 

3.1 Introduction …………………………………………………………………………... 119 

3.2 The Pilgrimage from Fatima ………………………………………………………… 119 

3.2.1 The visionaries Jacinta, Francisco and Lucia. The miraculous appearances from 

Fatima………………………………………………………………………………………..119 

3.2.2 Fatima and the fall of Communism …………………………………………………...125 

3.2.3 The Pilgrimage to Fatima and the Peace of the World ……………………………….130 

3.2.4 The Eucharist and the miracles of Fatima strengthen the mission of the Church …….133 

3.2.5 In Fatima,Virgin Mary strengthens her role as a Mediator between God and man…...135 

3.2.6 Virgin Mary, the pilgrim from Fatima, a missionary all over the world……………...136 

3.2.7 The Pilgrimage from Fatima and Science …………………………………………….140 

3.3 The Pilgrimage from Lourdes ………………………………………………………..142 

3.3.1 Bernadette Soubirous, the apparitions from the Massabiele cave and their 

consequences………………………………………………………………………………...142 

3.3.2 Attempts to destroy  the people's faith in the Lourdes phenomenon …………………153 

3.3.3 Science and The Miracles from Lourdes …………………………………………......155 

3.3.4 The impact of the pilgrimage to Lourdes on the lives of those of other faith or religion 

and on the lives of the atheists ……………………………………………………………...160 



16 
 

3.4 The Medjugorje Pilgrimage …………………………………………………………..164 

3.4.1 The six visionaries of Medjugorje and their encounters with Virgin Mary …………..164 

3.4.2 Some elements that call into question the authenticity of the Medjugorje 

phenomenon…………………………………………………………………………………167 

3.4.3 Ecumenism and the unity of faith in Medjugorje …………………………………….174 

3.4.4 The authentic miracles and the false miracles of Medjugorje..……………………….176 

3.4.5 Medjugorje, the Popes and the Ruins Report …………………………………………177 

3.4.6 Mission through religious education and conversion through the Medjugorje 

phenomenon ………………………………………………………………………………...180 

3.5 The Pilgrimage from Taizé ……………………………………………………………185 

3.5.1 The strengths of the Taizé pilgrimage and its characteristics ………………………...185 

3.6 Conclusions …………………………………………………………………………….193 

 

CHAPTER IV. THE PILGRIMAGE THROUGH THE LITURGY, THE BODILY  

ONE, THE ONE FROM THE TIME OF THE EPIDEMIC AND ITS 

DENATURATION. THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE CHRISTIAN AND THE 

NON-CHRISTIAN PILGRIMAGE ……………………. ……………………………….195 

4.1 Introduction …………………………………………………………………………....195 

4.2 Pilgrimage through the Liturgy ………………………………………………………196 

4.3 The bodily pilgrimage ………………………………………………………………....203 

4.4 Pilgrimage in time of pandemic or epidemic ………………………………………...206 

4.4.1 Restricting and banning pilgrimages during the COVID-19  Romanian pandemic 

between 2020-2021… .. …………………………………………………………………….206 

4.4.2 The position of the Romanian Orthodox Church during the epidemics of the past and of 

the present ……….………………………………………………………………………….208 

4.4.3 The Pilgrims of the twentieth century and  the pilgrims of the third century, in times of 

epidemic……………………………………………………………………………………..212 

4.5 Distortion of the pilgrimage nowadays ……………………………………………....213 

4.6 Pilgrimage and the religious tourism ………………………………………………...225 

4.7 Factors that contributed to the development or the reduction of the pilgrimage….228 

4.8 The Christian pilgrimage in relation to the non-Christian one …………………….229 

4.9 Conclusions …………………………………………………………………………….238 

  

FINAL CONCLUSIONS ………………………………………………………………….239 

ANNEXES ………………………………………………………………………………….244 



17 
 

BIBLIOGRAPHY …………………………………………………………………………250 

DECLARATION OF AUTHENTICITY AND ORIGINALITY ……………………....275 

CURRICULUM VITAE ……………..……………………………………………………277 

 

Selective bibliography 

(the complete paper contains 401 bibliographical references) 

 

A. SOURCES 

 

1. Biblia sau Sfânta Scriptură, București, Edit. IBMBOR, 2001. 

2. ***Filocalia sau Culegere din scrierilor Sfinților Părinți, care arată cum se poate omul 

curăți, lumina și desăvârși, vol. II, trad. Dumitru Stăniloae, București, Edit. Humanitas, 2017. 

3. ***Filocalia, vol. 9, trad. Dumitru Stăniloae, București, Edit. IBMBOR, 1980. 

4. ***Pateric, Alba-Iulia, Edit. Reîntregirea, 2004.  

 

B. PATRISTIC WRITINGS 

 

5. EUSEBIU DE CEZAREEA, Viața împăratului Constantin și alte scrieri, trad. Radu Alexandrescu, 

în P.S.B., vol. 8, București, Edit. Basilica, 2012. 

6. Sfântul GRIGORIE DE NYSSA „Marele cuvânt catehetic”, Scrieri, în P.S.B., vol. 30, Edit. 

IBMBOR, București, 1998. 

7. Sfântul IGNATIE TEOFORUL, Către Smirneni VIII, 1-2, în Scrierile Părinților Apostolici, trad. 

Dumitru Fecioru, în P.S.B. vol. 1, București, Edit. IBMBOR, 1979.  

8. Sfântul IOAN CASIAN, Scrieri alese, trad. Vasile Cojocaru și David Popescu, în P.S.B., vol. 

57, București, Edit. IBMBOR, 1990. 

9. Sfântul IOAN DE KRONSTADT, Liturghia: Cerul pe Pământ. Cugetări mistice despre Biserică 

și cultul divin ortodox, trad. Borin Buzilă, Sibiu, Edit. Deisis, 1996. 

10. Sfântul IOAN SCĂRARUL, Scara Raiului, trad. Nicolae Corneanu, Edit. „Învierea”, Timișoara, 

2016. 

11. Sfântul MAXIM MĂRTURISITORUL, Ambigua, trad. Dumitru Stăniloae, în P.S.B., vol.. 80, 

București, Edit. IBMBOR, 1983. 

12. Fericitul TEODORET AL CYRULUI, Viețile sfinților pustnici din Siria, vol. II, trad. Adrian 

Tănăsescu-Vlas, Edit. IBMBOR, București, 2001. 

13. Sfântul TEOFAN ZĂVORÂTUL, Viața duhovnicească și cum o putem dobândi (Scrisori), trad. 

David Maria, Edit. Egumenița, Edit. Cartea Ortodoxă, 2007. 



18 
 

14. Sfântul VASILE CEL MARE, „Omilia la Psalmul I”, trad. Dumitru Fecioru, în Scrieri dogmatice 

și exegetice, în P.S.B., vol. 4, București, Edit. Basilica, 2011. 

 

C. BOOKS AND VOLUMES 

 

15. ACHIMESCU, Nicolae, Universul religios în care trăim, București, Edit. Trinitas, 2013. 

16. ALEXANDRESCU, Horia, Athos - Călător la Sfântul Munte, București, Edit. Vivaldi, 2005. 

17. ANTAL, Dumitru, Ce am văzut și ce am auzit la locul minunatei arătări de la Maglavit, 

București, Tipografia Cărților Bisericești, 1935. 

18. AUXENTIOS AL FOTICEII, Lumina Sfântă de Paști de la Ierusalim, Sibiu, Edit. Deisis, 1996. 

19. BARTHAS, Chamoine, Fátima, 1917-1969. Histoire complete de apparitions et de leurs suites, 

Toulouse, Fátima, 1969. 

20. BĂDILIȚĂ, Ioan, Dumnezeiasca Liturghie, misiune eclezială și mărturisire de credință, col. 

Episteme, Iași, Edit. Doxologia, 2016. 

21. BĂNICĂ, Mirel, Nevoia de miracol: fenomenul pelerinajelor în România contemporană, col. 

Plural M, Iași, Edit. Polirom, 2014. 

22. BELOIU, Valentin-Lucian, Miracolul în viata omului modern: o monografie sociologică a 

pelerinajului, București, Edit. Christiana, 2015. 

23. BIES, Jean, Athos: muntele transfigurat, trad. Maria-Cornelia Ică, Sibiu, Edit. Deisis, 2006. 

24. BOJOR, Victor, Maica Domnului de la Sfânta Mănăstire din Nicula, Gherla, 1930. 

25. BOTH, Nicolae, Lourdes-gloria umilinței, Cluj-Napoca, Edit. Studia, 2009. 

26. BOUFLET, Joachim, O istorie a miracolelor: Din Evul Mediu până în zilele noastre, trad. 

Gabriela Șiclovan, Chișinău, Edit. Cartier, 2009. 

27. BRUDIU, Răzvan, Incinerarea: provocare misionară sau contramărturie creștină?, Alba Iulia, 

Edit. Reîntregirea, 2017. 

28. CAIRNS, Earle, Creștinismul de-a lungul secolelor, Edit. Cartea Creştină, Oradea, 2007.  

29. CARAGEA, Anton, Sfântul și cultul sfinților, col. Logos, București, Edit. Herald, 2009. 

30. CHIRON, Yves, Anchetă asupra aparițiilor Fecioarei Maria, trad. Dorina Oprea, București, 

Edit. Philobia, 2012.  

31. CIONCHI, Giuseppe, Le apparizioni di Fátima, Edit. Shalom, Camerata Picena, 2010. 

32. CLEMENT, Olivier, Taizé un sens al vieții, Edit. Anastasia, 1998. 

33. COBZARU, Dumitru, Monografia Mănăstirii „Adormirea Maicii Domnului” Nicula, Cluj-

Napoca, Edit. Renașterea, 2020. 

34. IDEM, Pelerinajul – pași călăuziți întru căutarea izbăvitoare, Cluj-Napoca, Edit. Renașterea, 

2021. 



19 
 

35. CORLEAN, Natalia (edit.), Părintele Arsenie Boca-un om mai presus de oameni (Mărturii-vol. 

4), col. Ortopraxia-19, Făgăraș, Edit. Agaton, 2011. 

36. CRISTESCU, Dumitru, Scurte lămuriri asupra minunii de la Maglavit, Edit. Creștină a Sfintei 

Arhiepiscopii a Râmnicului Noului Severin, 1935. 

37. DANCĂ, Wilhelm (coordonator), Fátima 100: aniversarea centenarului aparițiilor Maicii 

Domnului în context românesc, Bucuresti, Edit. Arhiepiscopiei Romano-Catolice, 2018. 

38. † DANIEL, Patriarhul Bisericii Ortodoxe Române, Călătorind cu Dumnezeu-înțelesul și folosul 

pelerinajului, București, Edit. Basilica, 2008. 

39. † DANIIL Stoenescu, episcop, „Arhanghelul” de la Prislop – gânduri și cuvinte despre 

Părintele Arsenie, Timișoara, Edit Învierea, 2010. 

40. DE MARCHI, João, Témoignages sur les apparitions de Fátima, Paris, Téqui, 1979. 

41. DESARTOVICI, Lucica Savu, (edit.), Sfânta Cuvioasă Parascheva, cu sfintele moaște la Iași: 

viața, istoricul moaștelor, minunile, acatistul, paraclisul, București, Edit. Sophia, 2009. 

42. DUMITRU Radu, Despre înnoirea și îndumnezeirea omului în Hristos, Craiova, Edit. 

Mitropolia Olteniei, 2007. 

43. DUȚU, Florin, Nichifor Crainic, Arsenie Boca, Dumitru Stăniloae, cei mai buni dintre cei mai 

buni, București, Edit. Floare Albă de Colț, 2014. 

44. EGERIA, Pelerinaj la Locurile Sfinte: (Itinerariu și Liturghie), trad. Cornelia Lucia Frișan, 

Târgu Lăpuș, Galaxia Gutenberg, 2009. 

45. EMMERICH, Ana Ecaterina, Dureroasele Patimi ale Domnului nostru Iisus Hristos: Din 

meditațiile Venerabilei Ana Ecaterina Emmerich, trad. M.C., 2006. 

46. ERNST, Josef, Il Vangelo secondo Luca, trad. Dequal M., Scandiani G., Edit. Morcelliana, 

1985. 

47. FELEA, Ilarion, Tâlcuirea Sfintei Liturghii, Suceava, Edit. Fundația Justin Pârvu, 2012. 

48. FELICI, Icilio, Fátima, trad. Anton Bișoc, Iași, Edit. Presa Bună, 1997. 

49. GABOR, Adrian, Biserica și Statul în primele patru secole, București, Edit. Sophia, 2003. 

50. GAUDIN, Philippe (coord.), Marile Religii, trad. Sanda Aronescu, București, Edit. Orizonturi, 

Edit. Lider, București, 1995.  

51. GAVRILUȚĂ, Nicu, Mentalități și ritualuri magico-religioase. Studii și eseuri de sociologie a 

sacrului, Iași, Edit. Polirom, 1998. 

52. GELU, Dumitru, Maglavit – 1935-2009. Dumnezeu vorbește oamenilor prin Petrache Lupu, 

Edit. Craiova, 2010. 

53. GIOSANU, Ioachim, Ofranda Cuvioasei Parascheva, Roman, Edit. Filocalia, 2014. 

54. † GURIE Georgiu, „COVID 19: Exercițiu de totalitarism bio-mental sau nenorocire pandemică 

mondială? Perspective pastorale occidentale (paradigma: «La civiltà cattolica»)”, în vol. 



20 
 

Biserica Ortodoxă și provocările viitorului, Alba-Iulia, Edit. Reîntregirea, Edit. Aeternitas; 

Cluj-Napoca, Presa universitară clujeană, 2020. 

55. HASNEȘ-CIURDARIU, Doina, Maria plânge și se roagă pentru noi la Medjugorje, Câmpulung 

Moldovenesc, Edit. Pre-Text, 2014.   

56. HERMAN, Vlad, Pelerinajele, poartă spre cer: Prislop, Petru Vodă, Aiud și altele, București, 

Edit. Ortodoxia, 2015. 

57. HOPPE, Alfred, Lourdes în strălucirea minunilor sale, trad. Iosif Bălan, Iași, Edit. Presa Bună, 

2009. 

58. IGLESIAS, Salvador Munos, Los Evangelios de la infancia, Madrid, Biblioteca de Autores 

Cristianos, 1986. 

59. † IRINEU, Arhiepiscop al Alba Iuliei, Lumină din cer la Ierusalim, Alba Iulia, Edit. 

Reîntregirea, 2013. 

60. † IRINEU Bistrițeanul, episcop-vicar, Icoana de la Nicula, Nicula, Edit. de Mănăstirea 

„Adormirea Maicii Domnului” Nicula, 1994. 

61. IDEM, Arhiepiscop al Alba Iuliei, Țara Sfântă, arena operei mântuitoare, Alba-Iulia, Edit. 

Reîntregirea, 2014. 

62. † IRINEU Slătineanul, Omul ființă spre îndumnezeire, Alba Iulia, Edit. Reîntregirea, 2000. 

63. KAPSANIS, Gheorghe, Îndumnezeirea-scopul vieții omului, trad. Ștefan Nuțescu, București, 

Edit. Evanghelismos, 2006. 

64. LANCON, Bertrand, Constantin cel Mare, trad. Gheorghe Lazăr, București, Edit. Corint, 2003.  

65. LAURENTIN, René / HOPPE, Alfred, Aparițiile Fecioarei Maria la Lourdes, trad. M.C. Terza, 

Timisoara, Edit. Signata SRL, 1992. 

66. IDEM, Miracle à El Paso?, Paris, Desclée de Browder, 1981. 

67. LEUCUȚA, Bogdan (coord.), Mărturii din Taizé, Deva, Edit. Emia, 2009. 

68. LJUBIC, Marijan, La Vierge Marie apparaît en Yougoslavie (Medjugorje), CH Hauteville, 

Edit. du Paris, 1984. 

69. MANEA, Vasile, Icoana lui Hristos cea nefăcută de mână, Cluj-Napoca, Edit. Patmos, 

2011. 

70. MARINESCU, Gheorghe, Lourdes și Maglavit, București, Edit. ziarului „Universul”, 1936. 

71. MARROU, Henri-Irénée, Biserica în antichitatea târzie (303-604), trad. Roxana Mareș, col. 

Logos, București, Edit. Teora, 1999.  

72. MARTINS, Antonio Maria, Documentos de Fátima, Porto, 1976. 

73. MCGRATH, Alister, Suffering, Hodder&Stoughton, London-Sydney-Auckland, 1992. 

74. MCLEES, Nectaria, Evloghite!: un ghid al pelerinului în Grecia, vol. I, trad. Andreea 

Stănciulescu, Galați, Edit. Egumenița, 2015. 



21 
 

75. MOISE AGHIORITUL, Viața duhovnicească la Muntele Athos, trad. Cristina Băcanu, 

București, Edit. Sophia, Edit. Cartea Ortodoxă, 2006. 

76. MOLIEN, Louis Auguste, La Prière de L’Eglise, vol. II, Paris, 1924. 

77. MUNTEANU, Pantelimon, Părintele Arsenie Boca: darul lui Dumnezeu pentru poporul 

care strigă, Ploiești, Edit. Cristimpuri, 2013. 

78. MUSOLINO, Michel, Al treilea secret de la Fátima, trad. Alexandru Nicolae, Bucuresti, Pro 

Editura și Tipografie, 2007. 

79. NICOLAESCU-PLOPȘOR, Constantin, Maglavitul, acte și documente, Craiova, Tipografia 

„Ramuri”, 1935.  

80. ODAHL, Charles Matson, Constantin și Imperiul creștin, trad. Mihaela Pop, col. Împărați 

Romani, București, Edit. Bic All, 2006. 

81. OLTRAMARE, Paul, La religion et la vie d’esprit, Paris, Alcan, 1925. 

82. PERRIER, Louis, Le sentiment religieux a-t-il une origine pathologique?, Paris, 

Fischbacher, 1912. 

83. POPESCU, Andreea Maria, Pelerinii luminii: sacru și literar în Evul Mediu Occidental, 

București, Edit. Universității din București, 2007.  

84. RADOSAV, Doru, Sentimentul religios la români o perspectiva istorică (sec. XVII-XX), col. 

Homo Religiosus, Cluj-Napoca, Edit. Dacia, 1997. 

85. RAPP, Claudia, Holy Bishops. The Nature of Christian Leadership in an Age of Transition, 

University of California Press, Berkeley, 2005. 

86. REAU, Louis, Iconographie de l’art chrétien. Iconographie de la Bible. Nouveau 

Testament, Paris, 1958. 

87. RICHE, Pierre, Croyance et pratiques religieuses populaires pendant le Haut Moyen Age, 

in Christianisme populaire. Les dossiers de l’histoire, Paris, Le Centurion, 1976. 

88. SABĂU, Cristian-Florin, În compania Fecioarei de la Fátima, Oradea, 2017. 

89. SBALCHIERO, Patrick, Les Phénomènes extraordinaires de la foi, Paris, Desclée de 

Brouwer, 2006. 

90. SEMEN, Petre, Arheologia biblică în actualitate, Iași, Edit. Trinitas, 2008.  

91. SIMON, Monique, La vie monastique au coeur de l’Eglise-Communion, les Editions du 

Cerf, Paris, 1997. 

92. SIVRIC, Ivo, La face cache de Medjugorje, Saint-Francois-du-Lac (Canada), Psilog, 1988. 

93. SKARLAKIDIS, Haralambie, Sfânta Lumină. Minunea pogorârii Luminii Învierii de la 

Mormântul lui Hristos, trad. Ștefan Nuțescu, Atena, Edit. Elea, 2017. 

94. SUCIU, Ioan, episcop / Cristian-Florin SABĂU, Fecioara din Fátima: regina PreaSfântului 

Rozar, Baia Mare, Edit. Surorilor Lauretane, 2017. 



22 
 

95. DE MARCHI, João, Témoignages sur les apparitions de Fátima, Paris, Téqui, 1979. 

96. TEODORESCU, Radu, Pelerinajul ca faptă ascetică, Cugir, 2017. 

97. TORNIELLI, Andrea, Quando la Madonna piange, Milano, Arnoldo Mondadori, 1995. 

98. TSAKOS, Ilie, Minunea, când e adevărată și când nu. Carte electronică, Atena, Edit. 

Grigori, 2002. 

99. URZICĂ, Mihail, Minuni și false minuni, Eseu teologic, București, Edit. Anastasia, 1993. 

100. VALENTINI, Alberto, Maria secondo le Scritture; Figlia di Sion a Madre del Signore, 

Bologna, Edizioni Dehoniane, 2007. 

101. WALSH, Willliam Thomas, Maica Domnului de la Fátima: Relatarea aparițiilor de la 

Fátima pe baza mărturiilor oculare, trad. Ștefan Banea, București, Edit. Arhiepiscopiei 

Romano-Catolice, 2017.  

  

D. STUDIES AND ARTICLES 

 

102. BERECHET-IONESCU, Ștefan, „Icoana nefăcută de mână a lui Hristos, epifanie a 

Cuvântului întrupat”, în Ortodoxia, 1-2/2008, București, p. 161-171. 

103. BRUDIU, Răzvan, „Rolul misionar al pelerinajului în societatea actuală”,  în Teologie și 

Spiritualitate euharistică în preocupările misionare actuale, supliment al revistei „Altarul 

Reîntregirii”, Alba Iulia, Edit. Reîntregirea, 2014, p. 113-121. 

104. BUȘAGĂ, Ioan, „Pelerinajul de Florii”, în Biserica Ortodoxă Română, 1-2/2017, 

București, Edit. IBMO, p. 107-119. 

105. CIACHIR, Dan, „Fenomenul Maglavit în presa vremii”, în Tabor, 3/2020, Cluj-Napoca, 

Edit. Renașterea, p. 57-60. 

106. DRIVER, Steve, „From Palestinian Ignorance to Egyptian Wisdom: Jerome and Cassian 

on the Monastic Life”, in The American Benedictine Review, 3/1997, p. 293-315. 

107. DUMAS, Felicia, „Despre pelerinaj, pelerini și întâlnirea omului cu sfinți în zi de 

sărbătoare”, în Tabor, 8/2010, Cluj-Napoca, p. 51-59. 

108. DUPROND, Alphonso, „Tourisme et pèlerinage. Réflexions de psychologie collective”, 

in Communications, 10/1967, p. 97-121. 

109. EADE, John, „Identitarian Pilgrimage and Multicultural Society”, in Pilgrims and 

Pilgrimages as Peacemakers in Christianity, Judaism and Islam, Londra, Ashgate, 2013, 

p. 105-119. 

110. ELIAN, Alexandru, „Biserica Moldovei și Muntele Atos la începutul veacului al XIX-

lea”, în Studii Teologice, 7-8/1967, București, p. 391-402. 



23 
 

111. EVDOKIMOV, Michel, „Pelerinii întru Hristos în Rusia secolelor XIX-XX”, în 

Ortodoxia, 2/2011, București, p. 225-240. 

112. FIEY, Jean Maurice, Image d’Edesse ou Linceul de Turin. Qu’est-ce qui a été transféré 

a Constantinople en 944?, in Revue d’Histoire Ecclésiastique 82, 1987, p. 271-277. 

113. HIMCINSCHI, Mihai, „Monahismul- o mărturie misionară prin sfințenia vieții”, în 

Altarul Reîntregirii, 2/2011, Alba Iulia, p. 249-268. 

114. IDEM, „Dimensiunea misionară a Liturghiei Sfântului Ioan Gură de Aur”, în Altarul 

Reîntregirii, 3/2007, Alba Iulia, p. 43-62. 

115. HUG, James, „Economic Justice and Globalization”, in Globalization and Catholic 

Social Thought. Present Crisis, Future Hope, New York, Novalis, 2005, p. 55-71. 

116. JULIA, Dominique, „Problèmes d’histoire religieuse”, in Recherches de Science 

Religieuse, 4/1970, p. 575-584. 

117. MUREȘAN, Radu Petre, „Fenomenul Maglavit (1935). Ecouri de la „Locul Minunilor”, 

în Revista Teologică, 4/2019, Sibiu, Edit. Andreiana, p. 84-106. 

118. NECULA, Constantin, „Pedagogia teologică a pelerinajului creștin”, în Revista 

Ecumenică Sibiu, 1/2009, p. 21-30. 

119. PETCU, Adrian Nicolae, „Părintele Arsenie Papacioc în documentele Securității (1938-

1958)”, în Caietele CNSAS, 9-10/2012.  

120. PETRE, Maria, „Chiliile românești de la Muntele Athos la sfârșitul secolului al XIX-lea 

și în secolul al XX-lea”, în Biserica Ortodoxă Română,  7-12/2008, p. 445-478. 

121. POP, Vasile, „Magie și religie în lumea contemporană”, în Credința Ortodoxă, 1-

2/1998, Alba Iulia, p. 100-118. 

122. SANDU, Dan, „Pelerinajul-călătorie spre viața de sfințenie”, în Teologie și Viață, 7-

12/2000, trad. Virginia Popa, Iași, Edit. Trinitas, p. 73-82. 

123. SCHÖNBORN, Christoph, „Les icônes qui ne sont pas faites de main d’homme”, in 

Image et Signification, Paris, 1983, p. 205-219. 

124. STAVROU, Michel, „O perspectivă teologică asupra pelerinajului”, în Teologie și Viață, 

7-12/2000, trad. Virginia Popa, Iași, Edit. Trinitas, p. 39-64. 

125. TUDORIE, Ionuț-Alexandru, „Sf. Ioan Casian și pelerinajul său la Betleem (382-385)”, 

în Studii Teologice, 2/2007, București, Edit. IBMO, p. 69-84. 

 


